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PRESS RELEASE 

– IMMEDIATE


The Necessary Stage presents
FOR A VERY LIMITED SEASON – ONLY 7 SHOWS!!

              Mardi Gras R(A)-18

Written by Haresh Sharma

Directed by Alvin Tan

Starring:

Corinne Adrienne [Heartlanders], Paerin Choa [Star Search 2001, Lanterns], 

Natalie Hennedige [BOTE, godeatgod], Garrett Hoo [First Touch, Comrade Mayor], 

Hossan Leong [Honk!, Forbidden City], Jimmy T [Making Love, A War Diary] 

and Rick Tan [Channel V, MTV Asia]

Also featuring special guest appearances by Kumar and Irene Ang
A group of people come together to organise Singapore’s first Pride Parade – Singapore’s first Mardi Gras. They plan to hold the March at the Padang, with dykes on bikes, fags and fag hags, leathers and feathers; they want to shout out loud and be proud…

Excuse? Will they even get a license? Um, will we?

As they plan, the tension mounts; the cracks in their relationships surface. Jokes turn to bitchiness, which turn to clawing…Eventually, the very event that is supposed to show their unity threatens to tear them apart. 

Are they going to prove themselves to be ONE PEOPLE, ONE NATION, ONE SIN-GAY-PORE… or will the rainbow colours represent segregation and prejudice?

Is pink over?

MARDI GRAS IS PRESENTED AS PART OF THE NECESSARY STAGE’S FUNDRAISING DRIVE

Ticketing information:

13 – 17 August, 8pm

16, 17 August, 3pm

Jubilee Hall

$111 (The Rainbow Package), $71, $51, $31 [including $1 SISTIC Fee]
	Discounts and offers:

20% discount for students (local & foreign), NSF and senior citizens 

20% discount for OCBC Arts Card holders, Earth Sanctuary clients, Fridae members, Two Queen members and ASA members [only for $71 and $51 tickets and for SISTIC outlet and hotline sales]

* The first 250 people to purchase $71 tickets online from www.sistic.com.sg will receive a $25 spa voucher from Earth Sanctuary. Not valid with discounts.

** All those who purchase $71 or $51 tickets (including discounted tickets from that range) are entitled to a 30% discount for the Hawaiian Ka Huna Bodywork Massage @ Earth Sanctuary Day Spa and selected discounts at retail outlets @ Raffles Hotel, including Lingerie Galleria, Coloc Tailor, Mulberry, Anteprima, Laichan, Aigner, Ludwig Reiter and Kenzo.

[Terms and conditions apply. Check www.necessary.org for more details.]


	The Rainbow Package:

Purchase The Rainbow Package for only $111! (U.P. $150) This includes the best seats in the house ($71), a special dinner meal created for Mardi Gras at Doc Cheng's worth $40 (U.P. for a set dinner is $60), and a $25 spa voucher from Earth Sanctuary. Patrons will qualify for a lucky draw where 7 Hawaiian Ka Huna Bodywork Massages worth $120 each from Earth Sanctuary will be given away! Entitlements also include selected discounts at retail outlets @ Raffles Hotel including Lingerie Galleria, Coloc Tailor, Mulberry, Anteprima, Laichan, Aigner, Ludwig Reiter and Kenzo.

[Check out www.necessary.org for more details, terms and conditions.]

*The Rainbow package is available to OCBC Arts Card holders, Earth Sanctuary clients, Fridae members, Two Queens members and ASA members at only $97!


Tickets available at all SISTIC outlets from 30 June 2003.

Also available at SISTIC hotline 6348 5555, www.sistic.com.sg or wap.sistic.com.sg

Did you know?? 

___________________________________________________________________________

Mar·di Gras 

Function: noun
Etymology: French, literally, fat Tuesday
Date: 1699
1 a : Shrove Tuesday often observed (as in New Orleans) with parades and festivities b : a carnival period climaxing on Shrove Tuesday
2 : a festive occasion resembling a pre-Lenten Mardi Gras

(from Merriam-Webster OnLine http://www.m-w.com/)
___________________________________________________________________________

Before it was Christianised, Mardi Gras was a pagan bacchanalia of drinking and debauchery . . . which hasn't changed much. (
___________________________________________________________________________

The Lesbian and Gay Pride march in London is now known as the London Mardi Gras. This year’s grand finale party, called Pride in the Park, marks the first time the party is to be held in Hyde Park.

___________________________________________________________________________

One tradition in Gay Mardi Gras in New Orleans that flourishes and attracts participants and an audience from across the globe is the Bourbon Street Awards. This year will mark the 40th anniversary of the Awards. Award categories include: Best Drag, Best Leather, Best Group and, the grandest award, Best of Show. The Bourbon Street Awards, well into its fourth decade, has hosted some of the most exciting and extravagant Mardi Gras costumes ever seen. ___________________________________________________________________________

The new Sydney Gay And Lesbian Mardi Gras is an annual festival held in Sydney in February-March. For 26 years, the Sydney Gay & Lesbian Mardi Gras is a month long, summer festival of gay pride climaxing with the spectacular evening parade along Oxford Street - the gay golden mile watched by 600,000 spectators followed by the famous all night dance party.

___________________________________________________________________________

During Mardi Gras, Sydney becomes the queerest place on earth - the closest thing to Homo Heaven. Mardi Gras totally dominates the city. Yet heterosexuals don’t feel threatened. They join in… Mardi Gras is, my dear, The Event in the Sydney calendar. Everybody who’s anybody wants to party with the faggerati. 

(from “Mardi Gras Madness”, http://www.petertatchell.net/travel/sydney.htm) 

___________________________________________________________________________

Partytime!!!

(parading with playwright Haresh Sharma…) 

1. Why did you decide to write Mardi Gras?

i wanted to write a fun gay play. and you can't get FUNNER than MARDI GRAS
2. What 3 words describe the play?

hot cross buns
3. What's fun in Mardi Gras?

the characters bitching and clawing each other

the 'inside' jokes and references [like? won't say :)]

the sexy cast
4. If there's to be a Mardi Gras in S'pore, where do you think it should be held? Why? How do you foresee a local Mardi Gras to be like?

it should be a whole parade - and it should be held all over singapore - from bugis to orchard; tanjong pagar to boat quay
5. What are your hopes for the play?

hah??? i hope the play sells out!!
6. What salacious gossip lurks within and around the play?

well, that remains to be seen... we've hardly started rehearsing...
ooh, but there are GUEST appearances by KUMAR and IRENE ANG and they are gonna be a RIOT
7. What can the audience expect to find in the play?

well, there're lots of one-liners and retorts, bitching and put-downs; but on the serious side, there are parts which actually are quite sad, where partners break up and friends feel betrayed...
8. Drama? Comedy? Dramedy?
DramaQueenCampalicious-dy
Let the fun begin!!

Main Characters:

Presenting…

Garrett Hoo as Ben – the protagonist; 30-something gay man

Jimmy T as Alex – Ben’s hunky boyfriend; 30-something

Paerin Choa as Brian – Ben’s brother; 20-something; engaged to be married

Rick Tan as Clement – Ben’s good friend; 30-something gay man

Hossan Leong as Faith – Ben’s good friend; 30-something gay man

Natalie Hennedige as Su Marican – Ben’s good friend; 30-something; fag hag

Corinne Adrienne as Su Lin – 20-something, lesbian

Guest list:

Corinne Adrienne

Relatively new in the theatre scene, Corinne has nevertheless been seen by many Singaporeans on such television programmes as Heartlanders (where she plays Angela, one of the lead characters),  Restless, The Ways of the Matriach, Now Boarding as well as the Singapore Short Story Project and others. She has appeared on various Malaysian television programmes as well. Corinne was also seen in the recent local film City Sharks as the co-lead Sherry, and in Spinning Gasing – Malaysia’s first English language only feature film, produced in 2000. Onstage, she has performed in The Good Daughter by Five Arts (Malaysia) and Spilt Gravy On Rice by Drama Lab.

Paerin Choa

A law graduate, Paerin was actively involved in theatre during his school days and was awarded a gold medal for his studies in Speech and Drama at the London Academy of Dramatic and Music Arts. His theatre credits include A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Action Theatre); Forbidden City – the musical (Singapore Repertory Theatre); Dreaming Up a Prince, Dare to Dream and the sold out play Lanterns (The Necessary Stage). Paerin is equally at ease on television as he is on stage, having acted in a number of MediaCorp drama series such as Growing Up, Spin, The Stratagem, The Reunion, Holland Village and the upcoming Incredible Tales. In 2001, he represented Singapore in the regional finals of Star Search. Paerin recently wrote the musical Twelfth Night which was staged in the Esplanade. He is managed by Fly Entertainment.
Natalie Hennedige

Natalie is a full-time artist with The Necessary Stage. She has been working as an actor, director and playwright since graduating from LASALLE-SIA College of the Arts and Queensland University of Technology. Her acting credits include Close – in my face, godeatgod, BOTE: The Beginning of the End, ABUSE SUXXX!!!, Under the Last Dust, and Dreaming Up A Prince with The Necessary Stage; The Crucible with DramaPlus Arts; Ah Kong’s Birthday Party with Singapore Repertory Theatre; The Java Jive with Strut & Fret Production House – Australia; and Waiting For Godot with The Stage Club. Lanterns, the play she directed for M1 Youth Connection 2003, was a sold-out performance. Natalie has also worked extensively in Arts Education programmes, conducting creative writing and acting workshops for primary and secondary school students.
Garrett Hoo

Garrett will be recognisable to local television viewers through his roles in the television series Heartlanders, No Place Like Home, The Ways of the Matriarch, and TCS 8’s upcoming dramedy, Mei Mei Jia Ren (Beautiful Trio). Onstage, he was seen in Comrade Mayor (TheatreWorks) and Epitaph for the Whales (Toy Factory Ensemble).He also worked on Singapore Repertory Theatre’s workshop projects Pygmallion and The Good Citizen. Film credits include Left of Center (Under Pressure Pictures) and the recently completed short film BiPolar (Abstract Action Films). Before relocating himself here, Garrett was acting in the U.S. He starred in ABC’s Unsolved Mysteries and was a regular on cable channel’s Fairyland Tonight. He has also appeared in popular drama series The Pretender, Star Trek Voyager and Nash Bridges. Garrett’s hosting experience includes National Geographic’s environmental series, GeoWatch Asia, a kid’s fitness programme by BG Productions and others. A Member of Actor’s Equity in the U.S., his theatre credits include Shear Madness (Mason Street Theatre), The Adding Machine (Shelton Theatre), and Gambling Your Heart Out (Magic Theatre) in San Francisco.

Hossan Leong

Best known for his stand-up comedy routine in Singapore Boy, Hossan is an outstanding performer who has acting and hosting experience in plays, musicals, events, movies and television. His performance as the Cat in Honk! The Musical garnered rave reviews. Hossan has also performed in the Kuala Lumpur season of Chang and Eng – The Musical and was also part of the ensemble cast in The Necessary Stage’s Asian Boys Vol. 1 which won the Best Ensemble Acting Award at the Life! Theatre Awards 2000. Last year, Hossan appeared in the Singapore Arts Festival play The Morning People, Forbidden City – Portrait of an Empress (part of the Esplanade opening festival), the well received local film I Not Stupid, as well as The Necessary Stage’s season finale WWW. He made his directorial debut in Sydney this year with the musical Flower Drum Song and was recently  in the cabaret show, Steaming!. Hossan will reprise his role in Forbidden City this September at the Esplanade. He is managed by Fly Entertainment.

Jimmy T

Jimmy’s fluency in English and Japanese, coupled with his versatility as an actor have seen him perform in many different mediums – film, television, theatre, commercial and MTV – and in various countries including Japan, Singapore and the U.S.. In Singapore, viewers would have seen Jimmy on such television programmes as the sitcom Making Love, the WWII drama series A War Diary, the love anothology Love Matters and telemovies like The Popiah Man and One Peep Too Many. He might also be familiar to viewers of Hollywood movies American Yakuza, Robocop 3, The Shadow and Showdown In Little Tokyo. On American television, Jimmy has guest starred in JAG and Martial Law. He started out in theatre under renowned acting coach Sal Romeo and has worked with distinguished theatre companies around America. His theatre credits include Salad Bowl Dance (Stella Adler Theatre, New York), Fall Off Night (The Los Angeles Playhouse) and the critically acclaimed Our Hearts are Touched with Fires (Japan America Theatre). Mardi Gras is Jimmy’s Singapore theatre debut. He is managed by Fly Entertainment.

Rick Tan

Trained in International Marketing at the University of San Francisco, Rick has since become a regional television star, having hosted several Star TV programmes, including Fashion Police on Channel [V]. He was also the entertainment news anchor for such MTV Asia programmes as Week In Rock and MTV News. Apart from his VJ work on MTV and Star TV, Rick has also hosted numerous variety shows on Chinese, Taiwanese and Hong Kong television such as Happy Hour, Super Saturday, Variety Friday, Hong Kong In Motion, Fun Tonight,  Taiwan Ichiban and others. Some films that Rick starred in include Searching for Mr Right, 100% Girlfriend, Apt 4D, This Is My Class. Viewers in Taiwan, Japan and Singapore would have also seen him in ads for Toyota, Coca Cola and Singtel respectively. Rick is managed by Fly Entertainment.

* Please credit Wee Khim or The Necessary Stage whenever Mardi Gras pictures are used.

Official website:

Fridae.com
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